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• In	
  this	
  mee*ng,	
  chronic	
  o**s	
  media	
  	
  =	
  chronic	
  suppura*ve	
  
o**s	
  media	
  &	
  chronic	
  perfora*on	
  of	
  the	
  tympanic	
  membrane	
  

• COM	
  is	
  an	
  important	
  public	
  health	
  problem	
  with	
  substan*al	
  economic	
  
and	
  societal	
  costs.	
  

• CSOM	
  prevalence	
  ≥	
  	
  1%	
  in	
  children	
  indicates	
  there	
  is	
  an	
  unavoidable	
  
burden	
  of	
  the	
  disease,	
  dealt	
  with	
  in	
  the	
  general	
  health	
  care	
  context.	
  	
  

• CSOM	
  prevalence	
  	
  ≥	
  4%	
  in	
  children	
  indicates	
  a	
  massive	
  public	
  health	
  
problem	
  ,	
  needs	
  urgent	
  aFen*on	
  in	
  targeted	
  popula*ons.	
  

• COM	
  is	
  a	
  major	
  global	
  cause	
  of	
  hearing	
  impairment,	
  and	
  this	
  may	
  have	
  
serious	
  long-­‐term	
  effects	
  on	
  language,	
  	
  auditory	
  and	
  cogni*ve	
  
development	
  and	
  educa*onal	
  progress.	
  
	
  
	
  







DefiniDon	
  

Chronic	
  suppura*ve	
  o**s	
  media	
  (CSOM)	
  is	
  

defined	
  as	
  a	
  chronic	
  inflamma*on	
  of	
  the	
  

	
  middle	
  ear	
  and	
  mastoid	
  cavity,	
  	
  

which	
  presents	
  with	
  recurrent	
  ear	
  discharges	
  	
  

or	
  otorrhoea	
  through	
  a	
  tympanic	
  perfora*on.	
  	
  
	
  







3.4%	
  of	
  
children	
  

without	
  CSOM	
  	
  
had	
  HI	
  (rela*ve	
  

risk	
  of	
  HI	
  
=18.3)	
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Acquired	
  causes	
  
	
  
•  Chronic	
  ear	
  infec*on,	
  which	
  commonly	
  presents	
  
as	
  discharging	
  ears,	
  can	
  lead	
  to	
  hearing	
  loss.	
  In	
  
certain	
  cases	
  this	
  condi*on	
  can	
  also	
  lead	
  to	
  
serious,	
  life-­‐threatening	
  complica*ons,	
  such	
  as	
  
brain	
  abscesses	
  or	
  meningi*s.	
  

•  Collec*on	
  of	
  fluid	
  in	
  the	
  ear	
  (o**s	
  media)	
  can	
  
cause	
  hearing	
  loss.	
  	
  

•  Among	
  children,	
  chronic	
  o**s	
  media	
  is	
  the	
  
leading	
  cause	
  of	
  hearing	
  loss.	
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Defini*on	
  
•  CSOM	
  is	
  an	
  inflammatory	
  condi*on	
  of	
  the	
  ear	
  that	
  
causes	
  recurrent	
  ear	
  discharge	
  (otorrhoea)	
  through	
  a	
  
perfora*on	
  of	
  the	
  ear	
  drum	
  (tympanic	
  membrane).	
  
The	
  disease	
  usually	
  begins	
  in	
  childhood,	
  as	
  a	
  
spontaneous	
  tympanic	
  perfora*on	
  resul*ng	
  from	
  an	
  
acute	
  infec*on	
  of	
  the	
  middle	
  ear,	
  known	
  as	
  acute	
  o**s	
  
media	
  (AOM),	
  or	
  as	
  a	
  sequel	
  of	
  less	
  severe	
  forms	
  of	
  
o**s	
  media	
  (o**s	
  media	
  with	
  effusion).	
  
	
  

•  	
  Prevalence	
  surveys,	
  which	
  vary	
  widely	
  in	
  
methodology,	
  es*mate	
  that	
  the	
  global	
  burden	
  of	
  
illness	
  from	
  CSOM	
  may	
  involve	
  65	
  to	
  330	
  million	
  
individuals	
  with	
  draining	
  ears.	
  	
  


